Amit Chaudhuri is an essayist, novelist and critic. He has written seven novels so far, a nonfictional book, a critical book, an anthology and two story books. His novels present a picture of middle class society of Bengal or Calcutta. His characters are simple people who celebrate different phases of life. The characters Sandeep of A Strange and Sublime Address and Nirmalya of The Immortals present the shades of childhood and teenage self of the novelist himself. This research paper is an attempt to study the psychology and mindset of these two characters in connection with theory on child psychology and development of these child or adolescent protagonists.
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Child has always been represented in adult fiction in different manner. The child and adolescent are part of social and family novels. There are few milestones that need to be covered by the novelist before the portrayal of child in fiction. First the novelist must have an understanding of child psychology. Second the surroundings must be observed in relation to and on the basis of point of view of child which is not an easy task. The child psychology has never been a matter of study among the writers which poses a threat to the realistic interpretation and presentation. A child's conception of the world is totally different from elders. If the child and adolescent characters are used in fiction then they have an important say in the literary work. Their opinions and observation matters most. The narrative voice given to them or for them needs to be strong, assertive and independent. The child characters change adult opinions and also get changed by the opinion of elders. Their journey from child to adolescent or to an adult is influenced by their experiences and conclusions. The seeing or stating of a child can change adult discourse and vice versa. They are not the creator of circumstances but suffer due to the negative impact of situations.
The techniques used to represent child in fiction depends upon the factors like plot, story, circumstances, narrative, theme and background. A child is nurtured in imagination and it is the talent of novelist to convert this imagination into literary imagination. Through children's literature, the writers also voice their opinions and choices. (78).
These bold ponderings coming from a youngster are a proof of modernity in literature. These are also not perfect. They belong to country but cannot speak their mother tongue correctly.
The novelist names him as "one of the innumerable language-orphans of modern India(95).
He is also a good listener. He listens to every word of conversation. He notices the tone and gestures of people. He likes the conversation of his uncle regarding business. The narrative is in third person and the story reveals the children's mind. "It seemed there was no democracy among children-always an aristocracy based on strength, intellect and seniority"(18).
Sandeep loves his freedom. He wants to explore the spaces as a free bird. the thoughts and beliefs of others. He cannot accept everything. He dislikes when his teacher treats music as a profession and teaches film songs at the demands of his students. His wisdom has developed to a stage where he can judge and take risk. Erik Erikson referred to the task of the adolescent as one of identity versus role confusion. In his view "an adolescent's main questions are "Who am I" and "Who do I want to be?
("Adolescence" Boundless Psychology). Nirmalya explores his identity in his parent's home and Sandeep at his Chhotomama's house at Calcutta. Both characters question themselves as well as others. Sandeep asks many questions to the female folk of the house. He is enchanted by everything.
Thus the child protagonists of these two novels present multiple possibilities for development and progress of adolescents. They maintain their self esteem on one hand and also handle a healthy parent child bonding. Due to this bonding, the child characters of Amit chaudhuri are always humble, positive and cultured. Chaudhuri has touched new dimensions in the presentation of childhood and children in literature.
